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15-year-old Ramadhana Mwedia (right), a Form Three student at St Martins Kaewa Secondary
School, feeds a gira e with ease at Haller Park in Mombasa. Bamburi Cement paid for Mwedia
and her school mates to tour the park as a reward for their environment conservation e orts at

school. [PHOTO: KELVIN KARANI/STANDARD]

Kaimenyl an
Swazurl defend
Waitiki land charges

MOMBASBUNTY

ByPARICK BEJA

The national government
has defended the Sh182,000
charge on squatters allocated
land on Waitiki Farm in Likoni.

Recently, the Opposition
opposed the charges, with
Governor Hassan Joho say
ing beneficiaries of the farm
should not pay a penny. A
week ago, the governor said
it was unfair for the Govern -
ment to buy land for squatters
elsewhere in the country but
charge those on Waitiki land.

But the Government said
the amount is reasonable since
an acre goes for Sh40 million at
the farm, according to a Gov -
ernment valuation.

BROKERED DEAL

In a joint statement issued
on Saturday, Lands ministry
and National Land Commis -
sion (NLC) countered reports
by Opposition that beneficia -
ries were unhappy with the
deal brokered by the President.
They said instead, the collec-
tion of the leasehold titles has
picked momentum.

Lands Cabinet Secretary Ja
cob Kaimenyi and NLC Chair -
man Muhammad Swazuri
said already, 1,400 beneficia-
ries have collected their doc -
uments, paying to Settlement
Fund Trustee (SFT) a total of
Sh700,000. The officials also
said the certificates of lease is-
sued to the land beneficiaries
were authentic and would be

The CS and NLC boss not
ed 5,007 certificates of lease
out of the total 7,807 are ready
for collection but the remain -
ing 28,000 have not been pro-
cessed because information
on identity card numbers was
lacking, family disputes were
yet to be resolved or beneficia-
ries failed to show up during
adjudication and verification
of plots.

FREE LAND

week ago, Joho said:
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“It is important for benefi -
ciaries to note that a leasehold
title is an authentic document
that can be used as a collater
al like the leasehold. Any in-
formation to the contrary is
incorrect and should be rub -
bished,” said the statement.

pect that beneficiaries of such
schemes can be treated on
same terms,” they said.

They fought off accusa-
tions that the State issued the
Waitiki beneficiaries certifi -
cates of lease instead of free
hold titles, saying even Evan-
son Waitiki owned the land on
leasehold basis and so were
the subsequent divisions.




